
Rejoice Sunday is a special day in our liturgical year. It’s been called Rose 

Sunday or Pink Sunday in the past. Actually, there were two of these Sundays 

observed in the West—the third Sunday of Advent, of course, and the fourth 

Sunday of Lent. These Sundays were also called Refreshment Sundays be-

cause they functioned within these two penitential seasons, Advent and Lent, 

to give the people a rest for their fasting. These were days to relax a little, and 

be reminded within a penitential season that God gives good gifts. That while 

there are reasons to reflect, and confess, and ask forgiveness for shortcom-

ings, there is the other side as well. There are reasons to rejoice! 
 

Rejoice Sunday, the third Sunday in this wonderful season of time where we 

are reminded that Christ is coming again, is a special day at St. John’s. We’ll 

have our worship at 8 and 10:30 in the morning as usual, but we’ll also gath-

er for a special service that evening. At 6pm, we’ll gather for Lessons and 

Carols. This festival of hearing the story of the Son of God’s incarnation 

from the lessons of Holy Scripture, and hearing it replayed in the carols that 

follow, originated in the 19th century. One of the early organizers of a Les-

sons and Carols liturgy said that its “main theme is the development of the 

loving purposes of God [as] seen through the windows and words of the Bi-

ble.”  
 

That’s a great way to describe this service: it shows the “development of the 

loving purposes of God.” From the prophecies of the Old Testament that a 

Messiah would come to its fulfillment in the Gospels, we see a God who de-

velops a plan of redemption and executes it so his loving purposes are ful-

filled.  
 

We hear it read, but we also hear it sung. I thank Melody and our choir for 

working so diligently to bring to us this glorious music. And, this year, we’re 

particularly excited because our bell ringers are back! I can’t wait to them 

play.  
 

There’s something else I’m really looking forward to—hearing the St. John’s 

congregation sing. There’s sprinkled throughout the service we’ve planned 

opportunities for the congregation to sing some of the great hymns of this 

season. Can’t wait. I’ll see you there! 

Rejoice Sunday (by Fr. James Detrich) 
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Worship 
Schedule 

Sunday 
 

Holy Eucharist Rite One 
8am 

 

Sunday School 
9:30-10:15am 

 

Holy Eucharist Rite Two 
10:30am 

 

Livestream (10:30am) 
 

Tuesday 
 

Healing Service  
10am  (Chapel) 

 

Wednesday 
 

Prayer Service 
6pm  (Chapel) 
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Tyler Barrett is the new Treasurer of St. John’s. He, and his wonderful wife Matti, were married at St. John’s 

in June 2021. Both work at the law office of Tyler Barrett, a firm Tyler founded that practices in the areas of 

estate planning, probate, and trust litigation. The same detailed mind that helps 

Tyler lead his firm, is the same mind he brings to this new position. 
 

Tyler serves as a reader and chalicer in our worship services. He also served on the 

board of the Foundation, using his experience in the area of estate planning to 

help advise the Foundation on those issues. He has since resigned from that posi-

tion to be Treasurer. 
 

Fr James and Holly are thrilled to invite Tyler to the leadership team. We love hav-

ing someone this engaged and ready to serve on the team. And we appreciate so 

much that both Tyler and Matti have looked for ways to get plugged in—and have 

made a difference in our parish life. One fun fact about them: they go to both services. They’re willing to get 

up early for that 8am service, and they’re also willing to come a little later for the 10:30am to serve. 
 

Let’s give Tyler a little time to get adjusted to the new position. But let’s all congratulate Tyler and Matti on 

this new appointment! 

New Treasurer of St. John’s 
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"Knit" Nights in December will be the 1st and 3rd Thursdays, Dec. 1 and Nov 15, 6:30-8:30 pm in The Com-

mons. Enjoy your crafting and stitching of holiday items and gifts by joining others in a relaxed setting. All 

types of portable projects, and all levels of skill are welcome as we encourage each other. To be added to the 

email reminder list, contact Melody Palm through Realm, or 309-825-6963.  

Music Notes (by Melody Palm)                

The choir and handbell ringers are preparing a variety of music this month, from 

introspective to joyful. In addition to Sunday worship, St. John’s will celebrate a 

service of Lessons and Carols at 6 pm, Dec. 11. This  service is a traditional prepa-

ration for the Christmas celebration, with music and scripture readings illustrat-

ing a path from creation to the birth of the Christ Child. Hope to see you there!  In 

addition to Advent music, the choir is rehearsing for Christmas Eve, and working 

ahead to Twelfth Night Jan. 7.   

Knit Night 

Hanging Of The Greens            

Join the Altar Guild in decorating the nave for Christmas. The Hanging of the Greens follows the 10:30 

service on Dec 18, the Fourth Sunday of Advent. Meet in the nave at 12pm. We’ll hang garland, set up the 

crèche and the candle sconces, and we’ll even light up those brand new Christmas trees.  



Christmas  
at St. John’s 

 
Dec 11 

Lessons & Carols 
 

Christmas Eve 
4pm, 8pm, 11pm 

 

Christmas Day 
11am 

 

Holy Name (Jan 1) 

8am & 10:30am 

Watch for the Light: Readings for Advent and Christmas compiles a number of different authors across a 
number of different Christian groupings to give to the reader some reflection time in the midst of this season 
which “flies by in a flurry of activities” and usually “turns out to be the most stressful time of the year” (page 
xiii). This is the book that I recommend for Advent devotions this year. But as you might have noticed, the 
book also provides readings for the Christmas season as well. It’s definitely worth the 15 bucks it’ll cost! 

 
Last Sunday, I even featured one of the readings—the one for Mon, Nov 28—in 
my sermon. It was written by the Dutch Roman Catholic priest and theologian 
Henri Nouwen, and the reading was called “Waiting for God.” One quotation in 
that reading that is particularly striking comes from the Jewish writer Simone 
Weil, who said that “waiting patiently in expectation is the foundation of the spir-
itual life.” It’s this kind of depth—this level of challenging—that this book will 
help you enter. I recommend it highly. 
 
For more, here’s the publisher’s description of the book: 
 

Though Christians the world over make yearly preparations for Lent, there’s a 
conspicuous lack of good books for that other great spiritual season: Advent. All 
the same, this four-week period leading up to Christmas is making a comeback as 
growing numbers reject shopping-mall frenzy and examine the deeper meaning of 
the season. Ecumenical in scope, these fifty devotions invite the reader to contem-
plate the great themes of Christmas and the significance that the coming of Jesus 

has for each of us not only during Advent, but every day. Whether dipped into at leisure or used on a daily 
basis, Watch for the Light gives the phrase “holiday preparations” new depth and meaning. Includes writ-
ings by Christoph Friedrich Blumhardt, Sylvia Plath, J. B. Phillips, Friedrich Wilhelm Foerster, Henri 
Nouwen, Bernard of Clairvaux, Kathleen Norris, Meister Eckhart, St. Thomas Aquinas, Karl Rahner, Isaac 
Penington, Alfred Delp, Loretta Ross-Gotta, William Stringfellow, J. Heinrich Arnold, Edith Stein, Philip 
Britts, Jane Kenyon, John Howard Yoder, Emmy Arnold, Karl Barth, Oscar Romero, William Willimon, Jo-
hann Christoph Arnold, Gail Godwin, Leonardo Boff, G. M. Hopkins, Evelyn Underhill, Dorothy Day, Bren-
nan Manning, Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Romano Guardini, Annie Dillard, Martin Luther, St. John Chrysostom, 
Giovanni Papini, Dorothee Soelle, C. S. Lewis, Gustavo Gutierrez, Philip Yancey, J. T. Clement, Thomas 
Merton, Eberhard Arnold, Ernesto Cardenal, T. S. Eliot, John Donne, Gian Carlo Menotti and Jurgen Molt-
mann.  

Watch For The Light (by Fr. James Detrich) 

Page 3 MMXXII: 12 

Some Things To Know . . . From Outreach  

• For the second year in a row, we kicked off the Santa Ministry on the First Sunday of Advent. Thank you 

to Brent Smith and Jean Cate for being our honorary Christmas tree lighters this year. Brent and Jean, 

from the Norman Coalition for Refugee Support here in Norman, spoke to St. John’s about the need for 

local churches to help Afghan refugees. For more, please visit their website at nc4rs.org.  
 

• Speaking of Santa Ministry, see the last page of this Evangel. Please remember that the deadline for re-

turn gifts wrapped and labeled is Sun, Dec 18. Then, the following Wed, Fr. James will bless the gifts as 

part of that evening’s Eucharist. All gifts are delivered starting that Wednesday evening, Dec 21.  
 

• Thank you to all who gave blood this past Sunday. Special appreciation to Carol Upp for her leadership on 

that project. 
 

• Don’t forget to get one of those names off the Santa Ministry Christmas Tree in order to buy for a student. 

To buy for a senior in a nursing home, visit this link:                                                                                     

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4ca5ac29a5f58-2022.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/30e0f4ca5ac29a5f58-2022
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Twelfth Night Is Coming! 

Christmas at St. John’s 
Christmas Eve 

4pm (family service), 8pm (full choral), 11pm (full choral; candlight w/ incense) 
 

Christmas Day 
11am (featuring favorite Christmas hymns) 

 



Vestry News (by Dn. James Tyree) 

Welcome to Vestry News, a new regular feature of the Evangel to inform St. John’s members of developments 

and decisions of interest from the most recent monthly vestry meeting. Here are some highlights from the 

November 21 meeting: 
 

• New Treasurer: Tyler Barrett was introduced as St. John’s new treasurer. Tyler, who runs a Norman 

law office, succeeds Robert Terry, who stepped down from the position after 14 years of service. 
 

• Parish administrator update: The search for a new parish administrator is coming along with assis-

tance from a staffing agency, and a hire may be imminent. Office volunteers have stepped up to take turns 

staffing the parish office since the start of September. 
 

• Upcoming important dates: The vestry was reminded of important dates coming up for the parish 

and vestry, starting with Bishop Poulson’s visit on Jan. 29 that may include baptisms and confirmations. 

February will feature the Annual Parish Meeting on the 5th, a commissioning of returning vestry mem-

bers during the 10:30 a.m. service on the 12th, and a vestry retreat on the 17th and 18th. 
 

• Nominating Committee: Speaking of vestry members, Chuck Palm, Greg Taylor and Martha White, 

whose three-year vestry terms expire in January, will be our Nominating Committee this year. They’ll be 

looking for vestry candidates and 2023 diocesan convention delegates. Parishioners will vote on the can-

didates during the Annual Parish Meeting on Feb. 5. 
 

• New wedding guide: Vestry members discussed points of what will become a new wedding procedural 

guide that will address many aspects of having a wedding and reception at St. John’s. It will address pro-

tocols for before, during, and after the wedding service. 
 

• New lay ministers and volunteers: Chuck Palm, the vestry liaison for the Worship committee, said a 

couple recently agreed to serve as chalicers. The Altar Guild also has two new members. Finally, the bell 

choir is rehearsing for Lessons and Carols on Dec. 11, and planning for Twelfth Night is underway.  
 

• The roof: It’s done!! But . . . Junior Warden Pat Welch said the months-long work to replace the roof 

costs $819,600. However, it should be a little less than that because the amount includes tax and the 

church is a non-taxable entity. So that detail, along with insurance payments, still needs to be resolved. 

Pat also spoke glowingly of a recent Saturday workday at the church, where a lot of sprucing up by parish-

ioners had taken place. “It was fantastic; we got so much done around the church,” she said. 
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January 7th 
 

BUY TICKETS TODAY! 
 

Use the link below or buy from Shannon Conley (405-626-5664) 
 

https://onrealm.org/?ReturnUrl=https%3A%2F%2Fe.onrealm.org%2Fregistration_event%2F97a2c2e6-

a4b4-4ff1-8470-af55015eb8df  



On the Back Page . . . Santa Ministry! 

Business Tagline or Motto 

St. John’s 
Episcopal 

Church 
 

235 W. Duffy Street 
Norman, OK 73069 

 

405-321-3020 
 

Mailing Address: 

P.O. Box 2088 

Norman, OK 73070 

 
staff@ 

episcopalnorman.org 

 
James Detrich 

Rector 
 

James Tyree 
Deacon 

 

Cathy Wilson 
Formation Director 

 

Emma Brown,  
Youth Director 

 

Melody Palm 
Interim Organist/Choir M. 

 
Vestry 

Mike Abla, Alison Braly, 
Owen Mills, Ulli Nollert, 

Chuck Palm, Roshni Robert, 

Femi Somade, Greg Taylor, 
Martha White, Pat Welch, & 

Holly Cole 

 

 
Our Mission 

 

May we restore all people to unity with God  and 
each other in Christ 

 

We Exist 
 

To Worship God in the Anglican tradition 
To Make Disciples of Jesus Christ 

To Serve the Community 
To Foster Acceptance and Belonging for all 


